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R 221105Z MAY 74 

FM AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
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INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

CONFIDENTIAL LOURENCO MARQUES 0380 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PDEV, PGOV, PINS, ECON, ELAB, MZ 
SUBJECT: PRESS CONFERENCE OF MINISTER OF INTER-TERRITORIAL 
COORDINATION 

REF: A) LOURENCO MARQUES 373; B) LOURENCO MARQUES A-85 

1. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED REF A, DR. ANTONIO 
DE ALMEIDA SANTOS, MINISTER OF INTER-TERRITORIAL COORDINATION, 
PROMINENT OPPOSITIONIST OF FORMER REGIME AND LONG TIME 
RESIDENT OF MOZAMBIQUE, FOUND HIMSELF IN FRIENDLY ENVIRON- 
MENT OF MOZAMBIQUE JOURNALISTS, MOST OF WHOM ARE OF LIBERAL 
PERSUASION. INASMUCH AS SANTOS HAS FREQUENTLY MADE HIS 
VIEWS KNOWN THROUGH OPEN LETTERS AND INTERVIEWS CARRIED BY 
PRESS (SEE REF B), MANY OF HIS STATEMENTS AND ANSWERS 
CONVEYED LITTLE NEW. IN HIS CAPACITY AS MINISTER, HOWEVER, 
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IMPLICATIONS ASSUME NEW IMPORTANCE. 
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2. IT APPARENT DURING PRESS CONFERENCE THAT LABOR UNREST 

AND DEMANDS ONE OF PRINCIPAL CURRENT CONCERNS OF GOVERNMENT. 
IN QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD, SANTOS APPEARED PARTICULARLY 
BITTER TOWARD LACK OF COMPREYENSION BEING SHOWN BY WORKERS - 
ONLY DISCOVERY HE SAID HE HAD MADE DURING FACT FINDING 
MISSION. HE SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED HIMSELF TO UNREASONABLE 
DEMANDS OF DOCK WORKERS, WHO WANT OVER TEN TIMES CURRENT 
WAGE RATE. INCREASED WAGES OF SUCH MAGNITUDE, HE SAID, 

WOULD REQUIRE NEGOTIATION OF NEW TRANSPORTATION RATES WITH 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. HIGHER RATES, IN TURN, COULD LEAD 
TO LESS TRAFFIC THROUGH MOZAMBIQUE PORTS AND CONSEQUENTLY 
TO LESS EMPLOYMENT. SANTOS GAVE IMPRESSION GOVERNMENT WILL 
NOT HESITATE TO TAKE UNPOPULAR DECISION OF COMPULSORY WAGE 
AND PRICE CONTROLS IF LABOR SITUATION CONTINUES TO BE 
CHAOTIC. 

3. WHEN HENRY KAMM OF NY TIMES ASKED HIM IF PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT WOULD CONTINUE WAR IF FRELIMO REFUSED TO NEGO- 
TIATE, AND WHETHER COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST MINISTERS WOULD 
GO ALONG WITH DECISION TO CONTINUE WAR, SANTOS REPLIED HE 
COULD NOT ACCEPT HYPOTHESIS FRELIMO WOULD REFUSE TO NEGOTIATE. 
WHILE SANTOS MAY BELIEVE IN "GOOD NATURE" OF FRELIMO LEADERS, 

IT APPEARS LIKELY FROM PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS (REF B) THAT 
SANTOS PREPARED MAKE ANY CONCESSIONS NECESSARY FOR FRELIMO 
TO ACCEPT CEASEFIRE. SINCE HE HAS STATED HE BELIEVES FRELIMO 
HAS OVERWHELMING SUPPORT OF BLACK MOZAMBICANS AND IS WINNING 
WAR, IT EVIDENT HE UNWILLING TO PUT OBSTACLES TO RESULT HE 
THINKS INEVITABLE - INDEPENDENCE OF MOZAMBIQUE UNDER 
FRELIMO - CONTROLLED GOVERNMENT. REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW 
MUCH FREEDOM OF ACTION SANTOS HAS, BUT RIGHT NOW IT LOOKS 
AS THOUGH EVENTS LEADING TO INDEPENDENCE OF MOZAMBIQUE 
COULD MOVE MORE QUICKLY THAN ANYONE (INCLUDING FRELIMO) HAD 
PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT POSSIBLE. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO FUTURE RELATIONS OF MOZAMBIQUE WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA, SANTOS REITERATED HIS CONVICTION THAT ECONOMIC 
INTERDEPENDENCE WOULD FORCE MODUS VIVENDI BETWEEN TWO 
STATES. IN CONTRAST WITH PRIVATE STANCE (REF B), IN WHICH 
SANTOS ACCEPTED POSSIBILITY MOZAMBIQUE MIGHT BECOME BASE 
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OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITY AGAINST OUTH AFRICA, HIS PUBLIC 
POSITION UNDERSTANDABLY IS THAT FRELIMO GUERRILLAS WILT. 

PUT DOWN ARMS, DEVOTE ENERGIES TO PEACEFUL RECONSTRUCTION 
OF MOZAMBIQUE, AND CARRY ON THE CLOSE ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA SO VITAL TO THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

VAN OSS 
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